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Commissioner for Patents

All claims are allowable. However, due to a potential interference, ex parte prosecution is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF
6 MONTHS from the date of this letter. Upon expiration of the period of suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to the
status of the application.

Any inquiry concemmg this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Bndget E.
Bunner whose telephone number is (571) 272-0881. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30 M-F. If attempts to reach
the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor, Brenda Brumback can be reached on (571) 272- 0961. The fax
phone number for the organization where this application or proceedmg is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR)
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Prlvate PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at
866-217-9197 (toll-free). :
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